Ventilation tube duration versus site of placement.
The duration a ventilation tube remains in the tympanic membrane is thought to be related to the design of the ventilating tube, and to the site of placement of the ventilation tube into the tympanic membrane. Theoretically a ventilating tube placed superiorly should remain longer than one placed inferiorly. A prospective study was designed to test the hypothesis that ventilation tubes placed into the antero-superior quadrant of the tympanic membrane remained longer than those placed into the antero-inferior quadrant. In 106 children no statistically significant difference in duration was identified using three designs of ventilation tube. Ventilating tubes placed antero-superiorly into the tympanic membrane do not have a longer duration than those placed antero-inferiorly.